Jaya James

Executive Director, Hope House Guelph Community Food Centre

Jaya James is a lifelong Guelph resident and an
honours graduate of the University of Guelph,
where she earned a Bachelor of Commerce in
Management Economics in Industry and
Finance.

She served as the founding director of the
Refugee Sponsorship Forum, building strong
partnerships  across  not-for-profit and
community organizations to support the arrival
of 81 privately sponsored refugee families to
Guelph and the surrounding area. For her
leadership in the resettlement of Syrian
families, Jaya received the 2017 Mayor’s Award
and the 2017 Canada 150 Community Leader
Award from the House of Commons. In 2018,
she was also recognized as a YMCA-YWCA

Three Rivers Woman of Distinction.

Deeply passionate about community building, Jaya has devoted much of her life to
walking alongside people through both challenges and celebrations. She has been
married to her high school sweetheart, Luke Hill, for 26 years, and together they are
raising three very active boys. Jaya is also an engaged member of her faith community.

Professionally, Jaya serves as the Executive Director of Hope House Guelph, a downtown
Guelph organization offering dignity-focused programs and services for community
members experiencing poverty. Her previous experience includes working as ...


http://www.hopehouseguelph.ca/

